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1. The Commundat Party of Ontonbla (POG) in Viota funetions within a clandestine 
organization through which it exeraises influsnoe not only 4n Viotu tut in 
the surrounding tows of Anapotma, San Antonio » Hl Colegio, Tibaauy, and 


Pugagasuga 


The Party is extending ite activities to le Meas, Nilo, Tosaima, 


Heasha, and Girardot, The Commutsts are in & position te owb off the road 
and rallway sonnedting Bogota with Gtrardot » Ibague, and Neiva. Ales » they 
goutrol the sourses of eleotinte power in El Salte and Charguite whioh supply 
Rogova with wlectyeinity, they are algo in a position to exeroise sontrel 
over the wevenenta of travelers Inte and cut of the area, 


2» The Ferty bos divided the SQUARE, OF territory, into gones, within wach of 
whieh there is an independent Communist command » inoluding cell, eivil, and 
military heads, a Popular Council, and a system of defense, The leoal com 
mands are under a Popular Tribunal for Oivil matters, and wider a General 


Gonmandant 


for military affairs. Viotey Merchan is the supreme Conmmnist 


ieader of Viota and the surrounding dletrdet, 


3+ The organisation to whieh the Communiata refer ag Autodefengs Ponlaw, or 
ahergenay defenes, follows ragulationa laid down during a FCC regional meet= 
“1g held in Jone 1952 and parallels the vegtonall opganivation of the Poo, 
dotually Lt has been in existence for several years, It sompriges 1000 mon 
in arma, equipped with rifles, grenades, machine guns, alelters, and other 
neguselties of a field Canpalgn, Another 1090 men are in reserve, arred 
with shotguns and machetes, Roads, trails, and Sleeping shelters have been 
built wider the natural Over provided by the ceffee traes and are dnvisible 
from loweflying plana, — 


commander y 


4« Under the reglonal organization plen the indiwidual in charge is ailled the 


ov the ty Gnd he must bs a 


; Ax 
mamber of the POC. Under him are the Zone Organizers » 2cne and Regional 
Politisal Instructors » Seotion or Squad Chiefs, and Group Heads. The commander 
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4a under ingtructions to consider the topographical conditions in the 
area and to desids the sumber cf men required for the most efficient 
organization. The directing board of each group is composed of the 
COMMIT, & political inetrustor, an organizer of provisions or 
treasurer, an organizer of aids such as ambulances and medical assis- 
tance, and an evacuation organizer 
Inatroction is given on how to handle arme, on the terrain, and on 
tactical movenenbea, and it te provided to everyone capable of bearing 
artis, Training ts also given in espionage and counterespionage, and 
mebhode of iiaisen emong the various groups and zones, in addition to 
mellitery and poliftieal instruction. 


Baer ¢ group ia required to hold monthly meetings during which some train~ 
gote given. The latter cen be varied from month to month. The tacti- 
alta, a » Anetruction to be given te carefully studied in advance 
iw the organizers of the various groups, together with the regional head. 

Neotings a6 stag sd between uones, under the direction of the PCC 

: 406 : itieal organizers, so that instructors may be preas- 
Political instimotor's of each zone assemble once 
er of teaching and directing the program. Meetings 


fone are steietly opserved. All eases of disorder or delinquency 
woe otaied by the Popaier Counells, and these guilty are punished. The 
aes Papular wekea the final decision in delicate cases. There are 
DLOTOE » and all known spies who have managed to infiltrate the organi 
Lon awe heen shohe 


The digtelist ds a elate with'n a state. Vieba has long besn recognised 
: a Ca strongpoiat and. ils now more than ever under the domination 


yr, The town 2¢ Located 62 Kilometers west of Bogota and is 
ad ty road and radiway with the capital, Its inhebitants now 
‘gone 14,000, aud 1% 1a satimated that approximately 85% of the 
tion belong to the fo slate! olendastine organization. Fartiel- 
Say Che arganiigetton is obligatory fox all farm werkere. Dues are 
ly Varying Prom @S to SQ sewtevos a month. The majority of the 
PAL Grey pares inginding wonmun and children, and even while at work, 
2 DLE,» Diwhods ow machete, Tho degree of responsibility, 
Y's pe discipline ar the people ig impressive. Their present 
zubion rapresents many years of edusation, 


re 


No attacks are made, and in this senge tha people are not guerrillas. 
Howaver, they are well prepared and ready to defend themselves or to 
attack Lanediately apon veseipt of orders, The Communists in Viota are 
wupuded to pevauaal atueeke and sabotaga when these actione are not clogely 
“Jed in with others on a national sale, and therefore they condemn all 
iaolated acta of terrorism. 


“rues antheguerrid iia position taken by the POG Exeeutive Committee until 
the apelng of this year was largely the result of doubt concerning tha 
military affessivenesa of the revolarvionary forses. It was believed that 
the goyeranen’ would soon put dowa the revolt, and the Party wished to 
wvold all posaible trouble. Ag thea months went by, the guerrillas seemed 
“a be ah Laawab holding thele own, and the [0G began to revise its views 
wm, the matter, In May 1952 a public declaration of moral support of the 
guazrilia movement was tsaued by the POC,1 At about the same time Gil- 
‘evita Viebes Whlow, Searstury General of the POC, began to consider the 
powadblity and vonvendence of forming & subversive front in the rural 


area of Vilohae 


She Oommunieba have alwayy been strong in Vieta, and Vieira sstimated that 
tha Puety could cownt on approximately 2000 supporters there, about half 
of whom aco uative members, and the rest are sympathizers. Vieira asked 
Viator Marshan,of Viota, to continue the organization of clandestine 
groupa throughout the mountainous region surrounding Viota. Efforts were 
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also started to connect this movement with other revolutionary activities 
in the country, inasmuch as PCC leaders had observed that in all of these 
movements there was one damaging deficiency--a lack of centralized direc- 
tion. 


Ons of Vieira's immediate objectives has been to devise a way to organize 
9 directing bedy for the anti-government movement in arms. He and Jaime 
Barrios, Secretary of Organization, have been in regular contact with 
Merchan and the other Communist leaders in the Viota area. Barrios is 
quoted as saying recently that organizational efforts have been retarded 
thus far by the personal hazards involved. However, he said that an 
attack by the guerrillas on Villavicencio is expected soon, and, if this 
happens, the distraction proyided thereby would be beneficial to the 
Party s activities in Viota.“ 


» L__| 


Re [_|comment. Aetion is being taken to obtain confirmation 
of the information provided in paragraphs 1-9 above, 
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